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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF 
SAINT  NEOTS  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  31st  DECMBER,  1972 . 


Tos  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  St0Neots  Urban 

District  Council* 

Mr*  Chairman  and  Councillors , 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  District  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December „  1972* 

Vital  Statistics 

Population,,  The  estimated  mid-year  population  rose 
by  1060  during  the  year  to  16P340„  The  increase  is  somewhat 
above  the  average  increase  which  has  been  occurring  during  the 
previous  few  years  but  is  not  surprising  in  view  of  the  town 
development  which  has  been  taking  place  recently* 

Birth  Rate  329  births  were  credited  to  the  District 
during  the  year  -  6  fewer  than  during  the  previous  twelve 
months*  The  corrected  birth  rate  is  therefore  16 »1  per  1,000 
population  compared  with  17ol  for  1971  -  the  figure  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole  is  given  as  14*8* 

Death  Rate  138  residents  of  the  District  died  during 
the  year  -  19  more  than  the  previous  year  -  and  gives  a  local 
adjusted  death  rate  of  11*8  per  1,000  population  compared  with 
12 01  as  the  national  figure* 

Infant  Mortality  2  infants  died  before  reaching  the 
age  of  one  year*  This  is  2  less  than  last  year  and  brings  the 
infant  mortality  rate  for  the  District  down  from  12  per  1,000 
live  births  in  1971  to  6  per  1,000 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  (cont'd.) 


for  1972 «  The  national  infant  mortality  rate  is  given 
as  17. 


Infectious  Disease  96  notifications  of 
Infectious  Disease  were  received  this  year  compared  with 
382  in  the  previous  twelve  months 0  Of  the  96  cases  reported 
over  70  were  in  respect  of  measles,  a  considerable  reduction 
when  one  compares  this  with  the  fact  that  in  1971  there 
were  almost  200  cases  of  measles  notified,, 

Hospital  Facilities 


Since  my  last  report  confirmation  has  been  received 
from  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  that,  following 
consultations  with  the  Authorities  concerned,  it  is  proposed 
to  make  a  start  on  phase  I  of  the  Hinchirgbrooke  Hospital  by 
about  the  end  of  1972  and  on  the  main  unit  during  the  Summer 
of  1973 «  It  is  hoped  that  the  completion  of  the  whole  phase 
will  be  achieved  by  the  Autumn  of  1975 . 

The  Council  welcomed  this  proposal  and  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  Government  would  make  the  necessary 
financial  provisions  to  enable  the  whole  scheme  to  be 
completed  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  thank  Mr*  Ostler 
and  all  members  of  the  Departments  staff  for  the  support  they 
have  given  me  and  for  all  the  work  they  have  done  throughout 
the  year. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  CALDWELL. 


ANNUAL  BEPOHT  ( coni' d) 


STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Healths 


J*  Caldwell,  L.R.C.P.  &  S«  (ED)., 

L.R.F.P.&.S  (GL).  D.P.H. , 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

RJL  Ostler,  M.A.P.HoI.,  Dip.R.I.P.H.&.H. 

Meat  Inspector  Assistant  (Authorised) 

D.R.  Hill,  Cert .of  Meat  Inspection  R.S.H. 

V.L.  Reay,  Cert. of  Meat  Inspection  R.S.H. 

(from  December  1972). 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  (cont'd) 


SOCIAL  STATISTICS 


Total  Area  2,722  acres 

St  .Neots 
Eynesbury 

Eaton  Socon  1 

Estimated  Population 

1971  Census  (April  15 
June  1972  (Registrar- 

General)  16 


Rateable  Value 


As  at  1st  April,  1972 
Product  of  a  new  Penny- 

rate 

No,  of  inhabited  houses 


5620 


996  acres 
585  acres 
331  acres 

180 

340 

£713, 402 
£  6,714 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  (cont'd) 


StoNeots  Urban  District 

Vital  statistics  for  the  year  1972 

Estimated  mid  year  population  .  .  0  . ..  .  . 16340 

Live  Births  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  168  148  316 

Illegitimate  5  8  13 

Totals  173  156  329 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  . . . 20.1 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factory( .80) . . 16.1 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (England  &  Wales) . ..14.8 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate  41  5 

Illegitimate  - 

Totals  41  5 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths . 15 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

(England  &  Wales).. . 12 

Deaths  6%  21  138 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population. .  8.4 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor. . (l.4l) ... #11.8 
Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (England  & 

Wales) . 12.1 

Infant  Mortality  -  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Legitimate  2  2 

Illegitimate  ^  - 

Totals  -  2  2 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  per 

1,000  live  births.)  6 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (England  &  Wales) ......  . . 17 
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Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1972  (cont  vd) 
Table  classifying  deaths  under  age  groups 


Age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  4  weeks 

- 

1 

1 

4  weeks  and  under  1  year 

- 

1 

1 

1  year  and  under  4  years 

- 

1 

1 

5  and  under  14  years 

- 

5 

5 

15  and  under  24  years 

5 

1 

4 

25  and  under  34  years 

1 

1 

2 

35  and  under  44  years 

“ 

1 

1 

45  and  under  54  years 

3 

5 

8 

55  and  under  64  years 

16 

6 

22 

65  and  under  74  years 

15 

19 

34 

75  years  and  over 

25. 

2L 

52 

Totals 

63 

75 

138 
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StoNeots  Urban  District  Council 


The  following  table  indicates  the  trend  in  population,  birth 
and  death  rates  for  the  District  over  the  past  five  years s- 


1968 

12& 

1970 

13JL 

1972 

Population 

13,000 

13,710  : 

14,630 

15,280 

16 , 340 

Births 

Total  live  births 

246 

274 

283 

335 

329 

Crude  birth  rate 

18.9 

20,0 

19.3 

21.9 

20.1 

Area  comparability  factor 

.79 

,80 

.78 

.78 

.80 

Corrected  birth  rate 

14*  9 

16.0 

15.1 

17.1 

16.1 

birth  rate  (England  &  Wales) 

16.9 

16.3 

16.0 

16.0 

14.8 

Deaths 

Total  deaths 

116 

115 

124 

119 

138 

Crude  death  rate 

8,9 

8.4 

8.5 

7.8 

8.4 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.41 

1,40 

1.45 

1.45 

1.41 

Corrected  death  rate 

12,5 

11, 8 

12.3 

11.3 

11.8 

Death  rate  (England  &  Wales) 

11.9 

11.9 

11.7 

11.6 

12.1 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  during  1972 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Measles 
Typhoid  Fever 
Paratypoid  Fever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Infective  Jaundice 
Food  Poisoning 
Dysentery 
Acute  Meningitis 
Tuberculosis 
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71 


TOTAL 
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St  oNeots 


List  No. 

c  ■  irunw g— ofcp 

B18 

B19(2) 

B19(4) 

B19(5) 

B19(6) 

B19(7) 

B19(8) 

Big(io) 

B!9(ll) 

B21 

B46(l) 

B46(2) 

B46(5) 

B26 

B27 

B28 

B29 

B30 

B46(6) 

B31 

B32 

B33(l) 

B33(2) 

B46 ( 7 ) 

B36 

B46(8) 

B46(ll) 

B42 

B45 

BE  47 

BE  48 

BE49 


Urban  District  Council 

CAUSES  OP  DEATHS 


(Registrar  General fs  List) 


Causes  Male 


Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  - 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  - 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

Leukaemia  2 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  4 

Diabetes  Mellitus  1 

Other  Endocrine  Etc0 Diseases  - 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood  etc*  1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  1 

Hypertensive  Disease  - 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  19 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  2 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  6 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  2 

Influenza  1 

Pneumonia  7 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  2 


Asthma  - 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  - 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  - 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System  - 

Congenital  Anomalies  - 

Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions  - 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  3 

All  other  Accidents  - 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  - 

Total  all  causes  63 
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Female 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 


2 

19 

2 

7 

5 

11 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

JL 

75 


St.Neots  Urban  District  Council 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Total  number  of  persons  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1972 . 34 

Pulmonary  *  *  .  . . .  . .  .  31  Non-Pulmonary . .  ...  3 

New  Cases  -  Diagnosed  New  Cases  -  Transfers 

Age  Respiratory  Non-Respirat  ory  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Periods  M  F  M  F  MP  MP 


0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  & 
upwards 


1 


1  «=* 


1 


1 


No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis ^Regulations,  1952,  in  connection 
with  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk 
trade,  or  under  section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
which  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
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StoNeots  Urban  District  Council 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  following  facilities  have  been  available  to  this 
Authority  and  to  General  Practitioners  in  the  area:- 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Hills  Road,  Cambridge*  Tel. Cambridge 

(STD  0223)  42111 

Public  Analyst  (S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D. ,B.Sc. ,F.I.C.)  Tenison  Road, 

Cambridge. 

(b)  Ambulance  Service 


Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance 
Service  operating  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Fire  Service, 
have  been  available  on  doctors  *  orders.  Tel.  Huntingdon  53348. 

(c)  Home  Nursing 

Nurses/Midwives  employed  and  supervised  by  the 
Huntingdon  and  Peterborough  County  Council  carried  out  home 
nursing  and  attended  maternity  cases  in  the  District. 

(d)  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres 

(i)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided  by  the 
Huntingdon  and  Peterborough  County  Councils- 


Clinic 

Patients  Seen 

When  Held 

Where  Held 

Infant 

Children 

Thursday 

Child  Health 

Centre, 

Welfare 

(0  -  5  years) 

2  -  4  pm 

Almond  Road, 

St .Neots. 
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St.Neots  Urban  District  Council 


(d)  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres  (eont'd) 


Clinic  Patients  Seen  When  Held  Where  Held 


Dental  pre-School  and  ) 
school  children) 

)  m 

Pre-natal  and  )  APPT. 
nursing  mothers) 


Child  Health 
Centre, 
Almond  Road, 
St  .Neots. 


(ii)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided  by 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board s- 


Clinic 

Patients  Seen 

When  Held 

Where  Held 

Chest 

all  ages 

Every  Thurs. 

County  Hospital 

9.30-12.30 

2-3  p.m. 

Huntingdon. 

Venereal 

all  cases 

TueSofrom 

Addenbrooke 1 s 

Disease 

2-6  p.m* 

Hospital, 

Thurs. from 
2-6  p.m* 

Cambridge . 

Males 

Mon.  from 

Clinic  5 

5  p^m. 

Outpatients  Dept 

Wed.  from 

Peterborough 

5.30  p.m. 

Dist. Hospital 
Peterborough 

Females 

Tues.from 
10.30  a.m. 
Thurs.from 

2  •  p .  m. 
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St.Neots  Urban  District  Council 


(d)  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres  (cont’d) 

(iii)  The  following  service  is  provided  -under  the  Supplementary 
Ophthalmic  Scheme  of  the  National  Health  Service 


Clinic.  Patients  Seen  When  Held 

mmmmmmammmamm  mmmmmmmmmaatmmmtmmammmmmmammmmamm  — - - - -  -  i-  r-rri 


Where  Held 


Ophthalmic  Pre-school  By  Appt0 

and  school 
children 


Child  Health  Centre, 
Nursery  Road, 
Huntingdon. 


Medical,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Paediatric,  Skin,  Obstetrical, 
Gynaecological  and  Dental  Out-Patients  Clinics  are  held  at 
Huntingdon  County  Hospital  and  Addenbrooke1  s  Hospital,  Cambridge, 
to  which  General  Practitioners  can  refer  their  patients  for 
specialist  investigation. 

(e)  Hospital  Services 

Fever  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  requiring  Hospital 
treatment  were  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Cambridge, 
Peterborough  or  Ely. 

General  Hospital  Services  were  provided  by  the  County 
Hospital,  Huntingdon  and  Addenbrooke * s  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

Maternity  Cases  were  admitted  to  Primrose  Lane 
Maternity  Hospital,  Huntingdon  and  to  Mill  Road  Maternity 
Hospital,  Cambridge. 
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St«Neots  Urban  District  Council 

(f)  Family  Planning  Clinics 

Huntingdon*  Held  at  Child  Health  Centre,  Nursery  Road, 

Huntingdon*  Every  Wednesday  7  -  8.30  p*m* 
(to  make  an  appointment  call  at  Clinic  or 
telephone  Huntingdon  53398  after  7  p.m. , 
Wednesday  evenings  ONLY)* 

St  * Ives  Held  at  the  Child  Health  Centre,  Ramsey 

Road,  Stolves*  Every  Monday  9.30  -  ll*a*m. 
(To  make  an  appointment  call  at  Clinic 
or  telephone  Strives  62622  during  sessions 
ONLY)* 

St *Neots  Held  at  Child  Health  Centre,  Almond  Road, 

St  *Neots. 

Tuesday  evenings  7  -  9  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday  mornings  9.30  a*m*, 

to  11*30  a.m* 

(To  make  an  appointment  telephone  Huntingdon 
72261  during  session  times  ONLY)* 


13  o 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  St0Neots  Urban  District  Council 


Mr,  Chairman,,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 


During  the  year  the  Chief  and  Principal  Officers  of  the 
eight  authorities  to  comprise  the  proposed  Huntingdon  District 
Council  continued  discussions  in  Committee  and  by  the  end  of 
the  year  had  considered  a  very  comprehensive  report  on 
technical  functions*  including  those  of  environmental  health, 
prepared  by  its  subcommittee*  Terms  of  reference  being 
limited,  the  vital  decisions  affecting  their  performance  must 
await  deliberation  by  the  new  Council® 


The  Baines  Report  appears  to  reflect  the  advocacy  by  the 
World  Health  organisation  of  the  creation  at  local  level  of 
comprehensive  departments  to  deal  with  Environmental  Health, 
having  "promotive*  advisory  and  regulatory  functions"®  It  may 
therefore  be  supposed  that  the  intention  to  improve  the 


present  ineffective  role  of  small  local  authorities  in  this 
respect  is  an  important  object  of  reorganisation  and  that  all 
such  environmental  functions  should  be  looked  at  as  one  whole . 


If  so,  it  seems  essential  that  these  should  comprise  not  only 
the  obvious  statutory  duties  of  public  health,  housing, 
food  hygiene,  air  pollution  etc*,*  but  also  functions  (e.g* 
refuse  collection  and  disposal,  improvement  grants,  markets, 
scavenging  etc)  which  have  not  infrequently  been  left  to  the 
care  of  those  who,  however  efficient  in  their  proper  sphere, 
lack  any  qualification  or  training  in  the  wider  environmental 
health  concept® 


A&  illustration  may  be  considered  the  provision  hitherto 
considered  appropriate  in  this  District,  where  the  only  public 
health  officer,  lacking  technical  and  clerical  assistance  and 
without  any  call  upon  direct  labour,  has  for  years  been  a 
principal  recipient  of  complaints  concerning  services  over 
which  he  is  afforded  no  control,  and  which  the  general  public 


r 


very  reasonably  associate  with  the  maintenance  of  public 
health.  Emphasis  in  St,Naots  has  tended  to  be  towards 
growth  and  change,  achieved  not  infrequently  at  the  expense 
of  statutory  health  responsibilities  and,  as  it  became  urgently 
necessary  to  consider  during  the  year*  town  cleanliness 
and  adequate  refuse  disposal  facilities. 

The  pattern  of  environmental  health  administration  which 
is  emerging  at  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  report  gives  every 
reason  for  confidence  and  satisfaction  for  the  future*  and  the 
predominantly  "rural”  constitution  of  our  new  district  should 
ensure  that  future  change  is  tempered  with  the  wisdom  of 
conservation. 


RoAoOSTLER 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

LICENCES  AND  REGISTRATION 


There  are  no  private  caravan  sites  under  licence® 

A  Council  site  containing  fifty  caravans  and  complying 
with  Model  Standards  is  maintained  at  Eynesbury* 


Private  Abattoir 


1 

«lb> 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 

Slaughterman®  s  licences  (renewal)  9 


Game 
Game  dealers 

Pet  Animals  Act  19 51 
Pet  Shops 

Tropical  and  freshwater  fish 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Registrations  for  storage  and  sale  of  icecream 
and  manufacture  of  preserved  foods  etc®  to  date 
Registration  of  milk  distributors,  to  date 

Peal  @r&  A  of  „  1 16  4 


<L 


4 

2 


43 

10 


33 

Nil 


Ser 

No®  registered 
Petroleum 


Storage  of  carbide  or  calcium 

During  the  year  a  new  factory  for  the  production  of  a  hexane- 
based  sealing  compound  was  licensed,  for  storage  of  100,000 
gallons  of  hexane  and  inflammable  products®  Every  available 
precaution,  including  installation  of  a  carbon  dioxide 
extinguishing  system,  has  been  taken  to  ensure  safety,  and  special 
licence  conditions  have  been  imposed® 

All  petroleum  licences  are  issued  subject  to  annual  inspection 
of  electrical  safety  of  the  installations® 


This  is  derived  from  s.  mixture  of  wafer  from  the  Gt  .Ouse 
and  from  gravel*  It  is  filtered,  partly  softened  and  chlorinated 
at  a  treatment  works  near  the  Brampton  source  on  the  Gt.Ouse, 
where  new  chlorinating  apparatus  has  now  been  working  satisfacto¬ 
rily  for  some  months.  An  additional  supply  of  water  from  the 
stage  2  extensions  at  Brampton  is  expected  to  he  available  by 
the  summer  of  1973* 


The  available  supplies  were  sufficient  for  demand  during 
the  year,  which  lacked  any  long  periods  of  hot  weather.  Chemical 
and  bacteriological  samples  made  by  the  Board  have  shown  good 
results.  Samples  taken  in  St .Neats  have  been  excellent 
bacterio logically,  the  only  complaints  being  of  discolouration 
due  to  mains  deposits  which  suggest  the  need  for  more  extensive 
flushing  of  the  supply  system. 


Levels  of  fluoride  have  increased  in  recent  years  and  now 
stand  as  follows? 


River  water  at  Brampton  0.40  ppm 

Gravel  water  at  Brampton  0.25  ppm 

Future  policy  concerning  the  addition  of  fluoride  to  water 
supplies,  which  has  been  repeatedly  frustrated,  must  be  an  early 
matter  for  determination  by  the  new  Regional  Water  Authority  after 
April  1974. 

Happily  there  has  been  no  recurrence  of  pollution  affecting 
the  raw  wafer  at  Brampton  and  stringent  precautions  have  been 
adopted  to  give  warning  of  this  possibility. 


River  Pollution  Surve' 


In  this  report  received  during  the  year,  the  river  Gt.Ouse 
in  St. Neats  was  indicated  Class  2,  i.e. ,  that  the  water  was  of 
doubtful  quality.  However  as  a  sequel  to  representations  received 
concerning  the  Class  2  classification,  the  Report;  acknowledges 
that  slow-flowing  rivers  in  flat,  low-lying  areas,  like  the 
River  Gt.Ouse,  may  owe  their  bacterial  characteristics  to  natural 
causes,  rather  than  to  man's  activities.  It  was  doubtful,  there¬ 
fore,  whether  improvement  to  Glass  1  was  possible,  and  in  fact 
Class  2  might  in  such  a  case  be  regarded  as  an  acceptable  condition. 


- 


INFORMAL  SAMPLING 


Sampling  was  further  reduced  this  year  as  it  is  time-absorbing 
and  assistance  was  lacking* 

The  following  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  in  Cambridge* 


Icecream 


Soft  Icecream 


lies 


Other 

Icecream 

2 


Grade  I  (Satisfactory)  1 

Grade  II  (Satisfactory)  -  - 

Grade  III  (Unsatisfactory)  «=»  «~ 

Grade  IV  (Unsatisfactory)  -  - 

Milk 

No  raw  unpasteurised  milk  is  sold  within  the  district* 
Pasteurised  milk  was  not  tested ,  as  examination  is  performed  by 
other  authorities  and  standard, s  have  been  consistently  good  in 
the  past* 


Water 


A  total  of  2c  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 

as  follows 

From  Main  supplies 

From  Bedfordshire  supply  -  4  (all  satisfactory) 

From  Nene  and  Ouse  supply-  7  (all  satisfactory) 


2  (sail s fa el cry 


oels 


1*  .St, Neats  Swimming  Pool  - 
2*  School  Learner  pools 

Thirteen  samples  were  taken  from,  the  five  school  pools  in 
use*  Three  pools  gave  consistently  good  results*  Of  the  other 
two  pools,  one  produced  two  bad  samples  and  the  other  one 
unsatisfactory  sample*  All  other  results  were  satisfactory* 

Investigation  of  the  reasons  for  poor  samples  was  curtailed 
by  the  close  of  the  swimming  season,  but  the  faults  appeared  to 
be  supervisory  and  some  lack  of  understanding  of  the  technique  of 
chlorination  by  pool  operators,  which  I  hope  to  correct  by  next 

seas  on,  i s  sus peat ed  * 

18  c 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


At  the  only  abattoir  in  the  district,  one  hundred  per  cent 
inspection  was  maintained  with  at  least  one  inspector  in 
attendance  during  almost  the  entire  period  of  slaughtering  hours. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  evoke  the  power  to  fix  times  of 
slaughtering  under  the  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment )  Regulations, 
1966. 

In  March,  Messrs.  F  G-. (St . Neot s )  took  over  control  from  St.Neots 

Abattoir  Ltd,  and  under  the  new  management  through-put  began  to 
increase  and  was  running  at  about  twice  the  previous  level  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  Concurrently,  extensive  works  of  improvement  and 
extension  to  comply  Kith  E.E.C  standards  for  export  were  put  in 
progress.  The  increased  inspection  load  being  beyond  the 
reasonable  capacity  of  one  Inspector,  an  additional  meat  Inspector 
was  appointed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


The  following  table  shows 
inspected  during  1972,  the 
shown  in  brackets. 


the  number  of  animals  killed  and 
comparative  figures  for  1971  being 


Cattle 


Cows 


R;77 

(697) 


9 

(4) 


Calves 
5 

(17) 


45.003 


31,166 

(12,808)  (27,313) 


Total 
76 , 760 


(40,839) 


Animals  affected  bv  disease  or  injury  and  condemnations, 
m  di.seases  except  Tuberculosis  and 


Whole  carcases  condemned 
Paid  or  organ  condemned 
Percentage  affected 


Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  condemned 
Part  or  organ  condemned 

affected. 


Cat  t le  C ows  Calve s 

5 


p 


31 


Part  or  organ  condemned 
Carcases  sent  for  refrige rat ion 


■~v 

0 


QO 7o 


1,617 

iifiL 


71 

2.180 


r\ 


Poultry  Inspection 


There  are  at  present  no  poultry*  processing  establishments  in 
the  district,  and  inspection  is  limited  to  regular  examination 
of  poultry  exposed  for  sale  at  the  market  and  shops# 


20c 


REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION 


The  following  summarises  general  reasons  for  the  seizure  of 
whole  carcases  shown  in  the  table  above g 


Cattle  -  Moribund ,  pyaemia 
Calves  -  Septic  pneumonia 

Septicoemia,  brain  abscess 
Sheen  -  Oedema  and  emaciation 
Pyaemia 

Pigs  -  Septic  arthritis 

Oedema  and  emaciation 
Septic  pleurisy  and  peritonitis 
Multiple  abscesses 
Gangrene 
Septic  pneumonia 
Acute  swine  erysipelas 
pyeamia 

Other  conditions 


2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

20 

17 

11 

8 

3 

2 

2 

2 

6 


Unsound  food  surrendered  or  condemned 


Meat  seized  at  abattoir 

t  ons 

cwt  o 

lbs 

(a)  carcase  meat 

8 

1 

3 

(b)  Offal 

5 

18 

6 

Meat  at  retail  shops 

OB 

— 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

- 

OJ 

- 

Canned  meats 

- 

33 

Canned  foods  other  than  meat 

ca 

10 

30 

other  foods 

l=J 

jU 

14 

10 

5 

A  further  8  cwt  of  miscellaneous  items  of  frozen  foods  and 
icecream  were  accepted  for  surrender  as  'unsaleable  owing  to 
ref ri gerat ion  f ai lure * 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  ,  1955 


Prosecution  was  successfully  sustained  against  a 
Peterborough  Bakery  for  the  sale  of  a  wrapped  loaf  containing 
both  insect  parts  and  a  pupa*  This  followed  previous  complaints 
of  bread  containing  grease-impregnated  rust  and  a  fly,  sold 
by  the  same  bakery,  which  had  resulted  in  warnings,  A  fine  of 
£30  was  imposed* 

A  f urther  complaint  involved  an  imperfect ly~ washed  bottle 
containing  aerated  lemonade  and  an  insect  larva.  In  this  case 
the  Council  accepted  that  the  lack  of  supervision  was  unusual 

and  gave  a  warning. 

Among  several  complaints  of  stale  food  was  the  sale  of 
an  extremely  mouldy  "Homebake”  loaf  by  a  retailer  who  is 
scrupulous  in  his  stock  rotation  system,  and  evidence  indicated 
strongly  that  the  supplier  was  at  fault*  However,  being  a 
first  complaint,  the  Council  divided  narrowly  against  prosecution* 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  a  previous  submission  of 
the  Council  to  the  Food  Standards  Committee,  strongly  advocating 
the  adoption  of  a  system  of  open  date  marking  for  all  perishable 
foods,  has  now  been  reflected  in  an  official  report  of  that 
Committee,  which  recommends  its  national  adoption* 


Food  Premises  in  District 


Miscellaneous  food  shops 

Licensed  premises 

Works  and  school  canteens 

Cafes/  restaurants 

Hotels 

Butchers 

Greengrocers 

Confectioners 

Cakeshops 

Manufacturing  premises 
Dairies 

Fried  Fish  shops 

Fish  and  Chip  mobile  depot 

Bakehouses 

Cold  stores 

Fresh  fish  shops 
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39 

14 

15 
1 
8 
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No  instances  were  found  of  work  performed  in  unwholesome  premises. 


Offices.  Shops  and  Railway 


Registration  and  General 


Class  of 
Premises 


Noc  of 
premises 
registered 
during  year 


No.  of 
premises 
registered 
at  end  of 
year. 


No.  of 

premises 

receiving 

general 

inspection 

during  the 

year, 


Offices 
Retail  shops 
Wholesale  shops-, 
warehouses 
Catering  establish¬ 
ments,  canteens 
Fuel  storage  depots 


9  53  7 

14  83  23 

1  7  1 

1  19  6 

««  £  — 

25  164  37 


Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  made  65 

The  total  number  of  persons  employed  in  these  premises  was  1177 

(482  males  and  695  females) 


25. 


B,  Analysis  of  Contravention® 


Section 


No,  of  contraventions  found 


4  Cleanliness 
6  Temperature 

8  Lighting 

9  Sanitary  conveniences 

10  Washing  facilities 
24  First  aid  provisions 


<** 

2 

1 

3 
1 

4 


C.  Exemptions 

— qm— a— o— e— ri—  r~~  w 

No  exemptions  are  now  current  and  no  new  application  was 
received  during  the  year* 

D.  Prosecutions 

None  were  instituted  during  the  year* 

E.  Accidents 

•■•■■■aMBMMOanaoHD 

Three  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year*  These  involved 
only  sprains  and  bruises 9  two  due  to  falls,  and  one  caused  by 
carrying  a  load.  None  involved  any  negligence  on  the  part  of 

the  employer* 


Housing 


A.  He -pair 


Health  Acts 


No.  of  Notices  served  -  Informal  NIL 

Formal  NIL 

(2)  Public  Health  Acts 

No.  of  Notices  served  -  11  Informal  5 

Formal,  2 


No.  of  Houses  repaired  after  service 

of  Notices  6 


Beyond 


1.  Notices  of  Time  and  Place  served 

(Section  16)  2 

2.  Undertakings  accepted  (Section  16 )  5 

3.  Undertakings  cancelled  2 

4.  Closing  Orders  made  (Section  17)  1 

5.  Demolition  Order  made  (Section  1?)  NIL 

6.  Closing  Orders  made  (Section  18)  NIL 

7.  Closing  Orders  determined  NIL 


C*  Clearance  Areas  (See.42) 

A  Clearance  area  comprising  seven  houses  was  declared  during 
the  year,  concerning  which  it  was  resolved  to  make  a 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order. 


Standard  Grant  s 


1.  No.  of  applications  received 


97 


14 


D.  Improvement  Grant; 


v  » 


a) 


Standard  Grant s  (cent *d) 


2#  No,  of  applications  approved? 


(a) 

(b) 


owner  occupiers 
(i)  normal  limit 
(ii)  higher  limit 
tenanted  houses 
(i )  normal  limit 
(ii)  higher  limit 


5 

3 


4 

2_M 


3.  No.  of  dwellings  in  respect 
of  which  grant  was  paid 
during  the  year  20 


4.  Total  amount  paid  in 
standard  grants 


£4,912. 


(2)  Discretionary  Grants 

■— ■  —1  11J*  .-1 11  aam Tty=- tfr- mgaOttagO-.-j.  sj 

1.  No. of  applications  received  13 

2.  Applications  approved 

( a )  owner- 00 0  up ie  r s  8 

(b)  tenanted  houses  -5  11 


3.  No.  of  dwellings  after 
completion  for  which 
grant  was  paid  during 

year  9 

4#  Total  amount  paid  in 

discretionary  grants  £3* 687 . 


No  applications  were  made  or  approved. 


28. 


B.  Housing  Acts  1964  and  1969 


1.  Improvement  Areas 

No  improvement  areas  have  ‘bean  declared  to  date.  It  is 
considered  that  the  scattered  distribution  of  older  houses 
along  County-maintained  roads  limits  the  application  of 

this  procedure. 


areas 


Pressure  upon  a  landlord  to  improve  a  terrace  of  ten  houses 
at  the  request  of  his  tenants  brought  an  offer  of  sale  to  the 
Council  which  was  concluded  during  the  year,  and  improvement 
plans  are  proceeding. 


3.  Conversion  of  controlled  tenancies  of  dwellings 

(i)  Dwellings  already  provided  with  standard 

amenities. 


Applications  received  NIL 

Qualification  Certificates  issued  NIL 


(ii)  Dwellings  lacking  one  or  more 
standard  amenities , 

Applications  received  2 

Certificates  of  provisional  approval 
issued.  2 

Qualification  Certificates  issued  4 


29  o 


Rodent  Control 


A  private  firm,  Messrs.  South  Beds  Pest  Control,  provide  a 
service  on  contract  for  control  of  vermin  and  insects  in 
domestic  premises,  and  for  baiting  of  sewers  and  Council 
properties.  No  service  is  now  offered  to  business  premises, 


(Corresponding  figures  for  19/1  are  shown  in  brackets) 


Number  of  properties  in  district 


7400 


Total  No. of  properties  inspected  on  complaint 

No. infested  by  (a)  rats 

(b)  mice 


210  (164) 
109  (  94) 
89  (  64) 


Properties  inspected  in  connection  with  above 

No. infested  by  (a)  rats 

(b)  mice 


135  (178) 

27  (  19) 
27  (  20) 


Sewer  manholes  baited 
No.  found  infested 


51  (10 6) 

Nil  (Nil) 


No.  of  insect  infestations  treated 


56  (  51) 


30. 
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